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I SAM. xii. 24, 25. 
Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him 


in truth with all your heart: for 
| confider how great things he hath 

done for you. But if ye ſhall 
fill do wickedly, ye ſhall be con- 
ſumed, both ye and your king. 


P is hop'd, it will ſoon appear 
_ NY how ſaitable the text is to the 
12728 preſent occaſion : Theſe are the 
words of a very wiſe and emi- 
nen perſon, vin. of Samuel, a 

prophet, and the chief man in the Few 
nation, — a man of great wiſdom, and long 
experience in government, and therefore ve- 
ry fit to give his opinion concerning the 
real cauſes of the proſperity, or ruin of any 
nation whatever. And the text is worthy 
our careful conſideration, not only upon 
his account, whoſe the words are, but on 
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the account of the occaſion upon which they 
were ſpoken, which was a very particular 


and extraordinary one, when he was re- 
ſigning the government of Jrael into the 


hands of their new king: he reſigns his 
poſt and power with a moſt ſolemn pro- 
teſtation of his own integrity, and with an 
appeal to the publick, whether. he had a- 
buſed his power, to the defrauding or op- 
preſſing any, or to the inriching himſelf 


by bribery. They juſtified him intirely. 


Nay, he appealed to God himſelf as wit- 
neſs of his innocence in the management 
of the great truſt that had been lodged in 
him, v. 5. Then he upbraids them with 
their ingratitude to God, time after time, 
telling them neither they nor their ance- 


ſtors were pleaſed with any thing God did, 


neither with the laws he gave them, nor 
with the governors he raiſed and ſent them; ; 
and that now at laſt, on a ſudden fright 
they were put into, by Nahaſh, king of 
Ammon, they were reſolved to have a king; 

and behold, he faith, he Lord has ſet 4 
king over. you. Vet he tells them, that they 
might be a very happy people, notwith- 


ſtanding this fooliſh humour they were in 


at this time, if they would only be virtu- 
ous, v. 14, 15. But this being a matter of 
the greateſt importance, he inſiſted more 


particularly on it: when thunder and rain 


had 
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had affrighted them, and they all came trem- 
bling to him, praying, and confeſſing the 
folly and iniquity of the late ele tian, they 
had made of king Saul; he counſelled them 
not to fear, if they wou'd not forſake God: 
and, for bis own part, tho they had by no 
means treated him well, he wou'd- not 
ceaſe to pray for them, and give them his 
beſt advice. But I will teach you the good 
and rigbt way. Then come in the words 
of the text, which afford us the e 
obſervations. 5 


I. Virtue EY religion are the ſtrength 
and glory of any nation, king and 


ſubjects. Only fear the Lord, and ſerve 


him in truth, with all your, heart. 
Il. Vice is the ruin of a kingdom, buf 


tf ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be 


conſumed, both you and your king. 
III. National bleffings are a proper ar- 
gument to diſſuade a people from vice, 
and excite them to the practice of vir- 


tue and true religion. For conſider what 


. things the Lord has done for you. 


& 05 virtue and religion are the ſtrength 
and glory of any nation. Only fear, &c. 
I/, Righteouſneſs in itſelf tends to the 
welfare of any people. Happy are its ef- 


fects upon man, conſidered in his fngle or 
ſocial 
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Facial capacity ; but it is only in the latter 


reſpect, that we are at preſent to conſider 


the natural effects of virtue on man. It is 


this, that has a friendly influence upon the 


body and mind, and conſequently fits man 


for being an uſeful member of ſociety: It 
inſpires into him amiable affections towards 
his fellow- members, according to the rela- 
tions and circumſtances they are ſeverally 
in, on every hand; as gratitude to friends, 


a forgiving temper to enemies, an inward 


pleaſure in the honeſt proſperity of both, 
even ſuch as are not relations, nor particu- 
lar acquaintance and friends, real compaſ- 
ſion for the afflicted, a noble benevolence 


to all of every rank and ſect; and, in fine, 
a ſteady reſolution to give every one his 


due: thus is the man form'd and diſpos d, 


who is truly virtuous; this is his rue, and 


real, and not imaginary character; and of 
this character, there are ſome in reality, 


and not merely in an Eutopian deſcription, 


So fit is every one thus attempered for hu- 
man ſociety, that it is a great pity all in ſoci- 
ety are not ſuch. Let the ſtate of publick 
ſociety, be what it will, war or peace, the 
virtuous man is the fitteſt for it; if the na- 
tion he belongs to be in peace, he will glad- 
ly enjoy this bleſſing, and endeavour to ſe- 


cure the (continuance of it, both by his 


prayers and actions. He may indeed be cal- 
7 led 


the late FaxsT-Davy:; 7 
led @ troubler of his country, a man of ſe- 
dition, or hereſy, for his upright. behavi- 
our in religion ; a diſturber of the publick 
quiet, one given to change, and — turns 


the world upſide down : Thus are even 


the glittering ſtars call'd bears, wolves, 
lions, Sc. by the Aſtronomer; nay, thus 
were many, who ſhall for ever be above them, 
and ſhine as the ſtars in the firmament, and 
even as the ſun, once call'd by the perſecu- 
tor. However, the virtuous man diſturbs 
no true peace, but he may ſtrive to diſſolve 
wicked combinations. of oppreflors, civil 
and exilaiiaſtical, — and this he e to 
do. 
* his country be engage in war, he 
is likely to be the moſt uſeful to it, in 
this unhappy ſtate, as religion is the ſource 
of the firmeſt courage that can poſſeſs the 
heart; the righteous is as bold as @ tion, 
but the OS Fees inen none purſues, and 
is affrighted at his own ſhadow. A truly 
pious: /ſolazer, whether in a publick, or pri- 
vate capacity, proves a much braver man 
than the moſt fool - hardy finner, becauſe 
on 04 for his God and 
10n, as as hs king and country; 
whereas the ſinner Gale, ack reſigns his 
life, either for he knows not what, or for 
his pay, or ſomething elſe as mean. What 
ſhould the man dread, who dreads not God 


nor 
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nor damnation ſervilely? Therefore a man 
who has good hope towards God, and a 
delightful proſpect beyond: death and the 
grave into the after-ſtate, has reaſon to be 
intrepid amidſt the greateſt dangers by ſea 
or land, and is the fitteſt man to face an 


enemy, to mount a breach, or ſcale a wall, 


or give a broad - ſide, eſpecially,” if at any 
time, beſides the courage common to him 
and others, he ſhould be endued with ſuch 
as is ſupernatural, which we have many in- 
ſtances of, both in ſacred and profane ſtory; 
— in the former, eſpecially, as Gideon, 
Baruch, Sampſon, Fephthab, David, &c. 
— Virtue procures alſo reputation abroad 
among neighbouring ſtates and kingdoms, 
and ſoe much reputation, ſo much power, 
as many obſerve, in particular, Tacitus, 
that excellent hiſtorian, who ſays, that go- 
e vernments are ſupported and maintained 
t more by their credit and reputation a- 
te broad, than by foreign wars, tho' ſuc- 
«. ceſsful.” When the prince is wiſe and 
virtuous, careful to promote the ends of 


governinent among his ſubjects, which. ate 


their protection and proſperity, ſcorning to 
purſue any ſelfiſh end to their prejudice, and 
at the ſame time religiouſly obſervant of all 
wiſe treaties with other ſtates: and when 
his ſubjects cordially love, honour, and o- 
bey him as their Father; I ſay, when there 
1 1 18 


the late Fas T-Day. 9 
is nothing but mutual love and harmo- 
ny betwixt prince and- people, founded 
upon a chearful diſcharge of their reſpec- 
tive offices to one another; happy are the 
people - that are in. ſuch a caſe, and happy 
the prince too; their influence abroad in 
neighbouring ſtates and courts muſt be great, 
while a nation govern'd by a fooliſh, or ar- 
bitrary prince, or mercenary miniſters, di- 
vided perhaps among themſelves, and alienat- 
ed ſeveral of them from him, is deſpiſed 
abroad, and trampled upon by almoſt any 
inſolent court, and becomes an eaſy prey 
to any ambitious and oppreſſive power, — 
In a word, when magiſtrates look on them- 
ſelves as ſent for the puniſhment of evil 
doers, and for a praiſe of them that do 
well, and act accordingly: when laws are 
made with a ſteady view to the good of 
the publick, and impartially, as well as dili- 
gently executed: when perſons in all the 
different ſtations of life carefully perform 
their reſpective duties, any one may ſee, 
that from hence muſt ariſe, in neceſſary, 
evident, and immediate conſequence, a moſt 
happy ſtate of things indeed, ſuch as may 
be moſt earneſtly wiſhed for, but too happy 
to be expected in a world ſo thoughtleſ and 
inconſiderate as ours. 

2dly, National virtue is a nation's great 


intereſt, thro the providence of God, He 1s 
B the 
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the king of kings, and as ſuch, puts down 
or exalts the great ones of the earth, ac- 
cording as in infinite wiſdom he ſees good; : 
he caſts ſome from their thrones, and ſets 


up others in their ſtead ; he breaks Kepters, 
and confounds the deepeſt ſchemes. The 


devil may ſay, he gives the kingdoms of 
e this world to whom he pleaſes,” but he is 
liar,” and the father of lies: —it is God, 

the moſt high, that rules in the kingdoms 
of the earth. And as the righteous Lord 
loves the righteous, and his countenance 
beholds the upright, in their ſingle capacity, 
ſo it is with him, in regard to virtuous 
nations, which he rewards with preſent 


bleſſings, ſuch as a fruitful ſoil, a healthful 


air, peace at home, influence and reputa- 


tion abroad, and victory 3 in war, Which 


laſt, particularly we are now afſembled to- 
gether to beg of God, the Lord of hoſts, 
and therefore deſerves to be ſingled out, 


and taken a little under our 5 con- 


fideration. 

It is indeed his will of God, that peo- 
ple ſhould live together in peace and con- 
cord, and not fall out and kill one ano- 
ther : This cannot be agreeable in itſelf to 


him, who is the God of peace and order, 
and not of confuſion: wars and fightings 


ariſe, not originally from his decree, but 
from the luſts of men that war within 
them, 


the late PAST DAT. 11 
them, as the apoſtle James aſſures us. As men 
will differ and go to war, God ſuperintends 
it, and l or directs: the iflue as he 
ſees proper, making victory attend what 
ide he pleaſes ; therefore he is frequently 
ſtiled by the inſpired writers,” the Lord of 
hoſts : and among the heathens, Fortune was 
a goddeſs, by which, the wiſer among them 
RT vine Priculgentt as Plutarch 
informs us ; who obſerves, at Rome, - there 
was no temple dedicated to valour and con- 
duct, .but a ver ſtately one to fortune, ſig- 
nifying that Ge Romans aſcribed their ſuc- 
ceſs, partict 
dence than to themſelves, or any thing elſe. 
So that obſervation of Solomon, That the 
horſe is prepared for the day of battle, but 
fafety, i. e. victory, is of the Lord; was 
made alſo by the wiſer part of the heathen 
world. In holy writ, we have an account 
of ſeveral really miraculous defeats, as of 
Pharaoh and his hoſt. in the red ſea, of 
Siſera, of the numerous army of the Afy- 
rians, of which: 185000 men were {lain in 
one night, Sc. There was no poſſible avoid- 
ing to acknowledge the hand of God, in 
theſe inſtances; And, no doubt, God often 
does the ſame, but in different ways, not 
miraculous, but ſuitable to the "RIP 
courſe of things. 
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All ſecond cauſes, natural and voluntary, 


are under his ene the former, ſuch 


as rain, hail, ſtormy winds, calms, and 
every thing elſe in the material world are 


the inſtruments, mere inſtruments of his Pro- 
vidence, and properly ſpeaking, uo cauſepss 
at all, any more than the tools, or inſtru- 


ments of any mechanick. If the ſun ſhine, 
the winds bluſter, the tides flow, the hail 


rattle, the thunder roar, Sc. it is God, or 


ſome intelligent being under him does all; 
and untelligent, inert matter, can't do any 
thing whatever of itſelf, any more than 
the carpenter's ax riſes up and cleaves the 
wood of itſelf, or the huſbandman's plough 
runs and cuts the furrow. Much indeed has 
been ſaid of nature, and her effects; but 
in reality, it is nothing but God's work- 


manſhip, and her effects are his effects. 


And as to voluntary cauſes, the ſole real 
cauſes; all theſe, excepting the firſt cauſe 
of all, are at the divine: command, whe- 
ther angels in heaven or hell, or men on 


earth, both good and bad: good angels are 
miniſtring ſpirits to God, and ſo are bad 


ones, the former with, the latter againſt 


their conſent; and they have been employ- 


ed in erecting and demoliſhing of king- 


doms, as appears from tbe book of Daniel, 
particularly, | 


As 


the late Fas T- D AV. 13 
As to human cauſes; the hearts of kings 


1 ſubjects too are in his hands; all their 
power and wiſdom are dependent upon him, 


and all their ſchemes for war or peace un- 


der his eye, and at his diſpoſal. But ſurely, 
it is needleſs to ſay more upon peace and 
war, thoſe two grand circumſtances of the 
Nate of any ſociety, being under the divine 
ſuperintendency, ſeeing, to deny this, would 
be worſe. than heatheniſh. —— God then, 

as Lord of. hoſts; we find very kind to the 
people of 1/rael, in the affairs of peace and 
war: and, with regard to the Roman ſtate, 


we may fay, from a careful. peruſal of the 


| hiſtory of it, with St. Auſtin, that © its 
great and long ſucceſs was a favour be- 
C ſtow'd by divine Providence, for the many 
* remarkable virtues that the antient Romans 
<«_cultivated”.. In a word, God is the go- 
vernor among the nations; and the righteous 
Lord loves the righteous ; he has evidenc'd 


his regard for national virtue, in numberleſs 


inſtances of victory on one ſide, and de- 
feat on the other; ſo, that from his per- 


fections and actual Providence, a virtuous 


people have incouragement ſufficient to hope 
for his bleſſing upon their arms, when their 
cauſe is good, when it is in wiſe hands, and 
if they commit it to his watchful Providence, 


in the uſe of proper methods. What is it 


ſuch a people may not promiſe themſelves, 
in 
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in a juſt defence of ſuch. a cauſe, from 
divine Providence, eſpecially if their ſol- 
diery and marines be nn rar) an 
brave op Fo _ 


wr 057 We are to o change the proſpect, 
and. conſider how national iniquity” is the 
ruin, of a people. But if ye do wickedly, 
ye ſhall be deſtroyed, both you and your hing. 
7 1, National iniquity is, 7 its oανα 
nature, deſtructive of any ſtate. Vice, as 
far as it prevails, is perniciqus to man in his 
Angle capacity, as poyſon to his body, and 
| the diſgrace and vexation of his ſoul. Now, 
as all ſocieties, great or:{mall, are conftitu- 
* of individuals; therefore, What fin is 
to man in his ſingle capacity, that it muſt 
be to him, in 4 ſocial relation. It is this 
that deſtroys the peace, and diſturbs the 
order, that defaces the beauty, and obſtructs 
the happineſs of families, or churches, of 
cities, or nations. To what elſe are enmi- 
ties, and other grievances in families, or 
vieinities owing ? It is ſome branch or other 
of vice that at firſt ſets a man againſt himſelf, 
and then one againſt another, one member of 
a family againſt another, and one neighbour 
againſt another, and one kingdom againſt 
another: all contentions and differences, 
private or/publick, proceed from this accur- 


ſed ſource. And as other evils, incident 
tO 
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to ſociety, as poverty, . — 
c. they proceed from the ſame vile origin- 
al: does perſonal idleneſs cloath a man with 
rags? when it is national, it has the like 
effect: do intemperance and luxury, when 
ſonal, breed want, diforder, and ſeveral 
other evils? ſo they do, when national. 
Are there ſeveral vices that diſpirit and en- 
feeble man, both in mind and body? When 
the ſame vices are national, they are like a 
ſtilential infection, that breeds epidemic 
diſcales, and ſpreads feebleneſs, paleneſs, 
pain, and death, all around. A ſlothful 
wretch, or a debauch'd finner, any ſort of 
an abandon'd creature, is a flothful, or a 
debauched nation, in miniature. ow 
| Yet farther, as a debauch'd and tins 
per'd wretch conveys frequently many of 
the miſerable effects of his vicious courſes 
do his offspring; ſo national intemperance 
and debauchery breed diſeaſes; and theſe 
being convey'd from one generation to ano- 
ther, emaſculate the national ſtrength and 
firmneſs, like ſome hereditary family diſ- 
eaſes. In fine, ſeditions and inſurrections; 
rebellions and civil wars, or a nation dis 
vided againſt itſelf, and which, therefore, 
is in a likely way for tuin; all is — 
to faulty cauſes on one ſide or the other, or 
rather on both. This wretched ſtate of a 
nation, 4 be owing to a molt groundleſs 


pique 
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pique againſt a particular family, and to a 
doating mad fondneſs for another. You can 
eaſily apply this obſervation to our caſe not 
long ago, when there was a conſiderable 
party among us ſtrangely prejudic'd againſt 
the preſent royal family, and madly de- 
voted to the pretended remains of the Stuarts; 
a family that makes ſuch a figure in hiſtory 
from their origin to their extinction, ſo diſ- 
agreeable on almoſt all accounts, as per- 
haps, no one elſe does, either in the Engliſb, 
or any foreign annals. But to ſpeak the 
truth; rebellions, as they are call'd, are fre- 
quently not ſo much the fault of the rebels, 
as of the perſons rebelled againſt, which 
was the real caſe in this nation an hundred 
years ago, viz. in forty-one, when the par- 
liament roſe up in arms, which they were 
forced to, in a juſt defence of them- 
ſelves, and their fellow- ſubjects, and was 
not their fault, but his, againſt whom they 
roſe. Sometimes, ſuch unhappy commo- 
tions in ſtates are owing - to the vices of 
ſubjects, but oftner to thoſe of their go- 
vernors, as their oppreſſion, haughtineſs, 
tyranny, and other royal crimes. Wars 
betwixt one nation and another, are like- 
wiſe the effect of ſome wrong temper 
or other; as ambition, or revenge, the luſt 
of dominion, or ſome ſuch luſt. In ſhort, 
fin leads private men and princes to com- 

mitting 
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mitting injury, and injury to enmity and 


animoſity, and theſe to ſtrife, confuſion, 


and every evil work ; for there is a conca- 


tenation; 'or a mutual connection betwixt 
one ſin and another; and therefore one 
leads to another, as one link of a chain, 
when drawn, draws all the other after it: 
and the upſhot- of all is miſery"! in ſome mer 
or other, But, 
24ly, 1 National ſin is the ruin of a peo- 
ple, _ the appointment and Providence of 
As the righteous Lord loves the righ- 

teous, he is alſo angry with the wicked e- 
very day; and as He is oftended at every 
wicked individual, ſo he muſt, of conſe- 
quence, be offended at a wicked commu- 
m_ whether a nation, or an empire, ſee- 
it muſt conſiſt of wicked individuals. 
Therefore as the government of the whole 
univerſe is continually in his hands, it is 
nothing but what may be look'd for, that 


He ſhould ſhew his wrath, and make his 


ſupreme power known upon a wicked peo- 
ple, in ſome way or other. Accordingly, 
in ſacred ſcripture, he has threatned wick-' 
ed nations with judgments, if they would 
not reform; and he has been as ſevere as 
his word, as in the deluge of the old world, 
in the overthrow of Sodom, in the captivity 


of 1ſrael, and then of Fudah, in the ruin 
of W 8 and many other ſuch inſtances 


C recorded 


not reform, God wall, ſooner or later, make 
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recorded in holy writ. If a people will 


an example of them. If a nation, eſpeci- 
ally highly favoured of him, will put them- 
felves off with the form and ſhadow of re- 
ligion, if they will live in envy, hatred, and 
oppreſſion of one another, and be proud, 

intemperate, and vicious; as truly as God 
is a righteous and pure Being, ſo certainly 
will their ruin come by one means or other; 

by civil feuds, and wars, or enemies abroad, 

or by the immediate hand of God in his 
judgments. And very juſt is it for him to 
deſtroy a wicked nation, becauſe political 
bodies, as ſuch, cannot be rewarded or pu- 

niſhed but in this world; for, in the next, 

bodies that were incorporate here, muſt 
be diſſolved. Therefore, no wonder, if he 
turn a fruitful land into barrenneſs and 
into an aceldama, for the wickedneſs of 


them that dwell therein. But of this, more 


hereafter. Let us proceed to the 
IId 05%. The confideration af God's 


goodneſs to any nation, is a proper me- 


thod for preſerving their i innocence, or re- 


forming them. Confider how great things 
God has done for you. Indeed, God has 
done more for ſome countries than others, 
in conſequence of the formation of this 
=” of ours; ſome are as a fruitful gar- 

den 
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den, or a paradiſe, others chiefly batren 
mountains or ſandy deſarts; ſome are ex- 
ceeding cold, others exceeding hot, accord- 
ing to their ſituation on the globe; ſome at 
certain times in long darkneſs, v/z. for two, 
or three, or four, nay, for fix months toge- 


ther; others have a more agreeable proportion 


of day and night; ſome are placed in a plea- 
ſant and falubrious air, others again in the 
contrary zand hence is it, that ſome nations are 
in general dull and flegmatic, others the re- 
verſe: but, of our own nation, it is obſerved 


(truly, it is hoped) that its genius is between 


the northern ſaturnine and the ſouthern vola- 
tile conſtitutions. I ſhall now take notice 
only of one natural advantage more, belong- 
ing to our native foil, which is its being en- 


compaſſed quite about with a deep chan- 


nel, which ſecures us from the ſudden in- 
curſions of our enemies around us, on the 
other ſide of the water : ſo that our ſeat 
is in the midſt of the ſeas, like Tyrus of 
wh and our ſhips, both of trade and war, 
ſo many, as no two kingdoms on earth can 
ſhew.—But let us proceed to the conſide- 
ration of providential national bleſſings. As 
our ſoil is generally good, ſo we are favour- 
ed with a fruitful ſeaſon, ſuch this year as 
never was known in this generation; a ſea- 
ſon too that came very opportunely, when 
| * of all ſorts was almoſt conſumed al! 
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20 ASERMON on 


through the kingdom: but now ſuch is 
our plenty, that we have enough of our 


ſelves, and to ſpare for other countries: 
nay, how much of our cloth, as well as 
our corn is tranſported, and thus how ma- 
ny do we feed and cloath abroad with our 
corn, or our manufactures ?—The nation- 
al health too has continued a good while. 
Plagues have been making ruinous havock 
in ſeveral other places. We are freed almoſt 
intirely from earthquakes, thoſe dreadful 


terreſtrial convulſions, which have buried 


not only families, but towns alſo at once 
in other countries: and what damage has 
been done, and what multitudes ſwept a- 
way by land- Hloods, not long ſince in France 
and Germany, while we have ſcarce ſuffer- 
ed any thing this way ? Happy i is it for us, 
that our native country is not the ſcene of - 


dar, like ſome countries not far off; but 


peace reigns in our borders, and proſperi- 
ty in our palaces; while we might be rent 
in pieces by civil wars, or deſtroyed by 
a foreign army, as other places are at no 
great diſtance. But let us conſider more 
valuable bleſſings beſtowed on us than even 
the great advantages we have juſt hinted. 
A great national bleſſing is the civiſ govern- 
ment; which is well framed, in a compara- 
tive view, however, as it is free from the 
miſeries of arbitrary rule on one hand, and 

| of 


the lateFasT-Day, 21 
of anarchy on the other. Under this go- 
vernment, by the three eſtates of the realm, 
viz, the king, lords and commons, we ſe- 
curely enjoy thoſe two happy fruits of all 
ood government, liberty _ property 
liberty to ſay, and do as we liſt, provided 
we keep within any tolerable bounds ; and 
property, which even the king, with all the 
prerogatives of the crown cannot juſtly de- 
prive us of. True, we pay this and the other 
tribute and tax, but not without our own 
conſent, in effect, as they are impoſed upon 
us by our repreſentatives i in'the lower houſe 
of parliament, together with the king and 
houſe of lords. But the ſupreme bleſſing 
we have under the preſent government is, an 
univerſal toleration of all, Papiſts being not 
| hinder'd from going to maſs, by the execu- 
tive power ;—ableſfingden ied to Proteſtants 
in moſt of the popiſh countries; a bleſſing 
ſtill remaining among us, after all the vigor- 
ous endeavours of its enemies, time after time, 
to take it from us, particularly after the 
vigorous efforts in Queen Ann's reign, and 
the rebellion in George the firſt's reign ; nay, 
which is the moſt obſerveable, notwith- 
ſtanding the ingratitude of many, from 
whom better things might have been ex- 
pected, and their mulimproyement of it. 


1 N 15 


42 ASERMON a 
INF E RE NC ES 


1. A nation ſhould inform itſelf well 
what is national fin, and national virtue, 
ſeeing their effects upon fociety are very 

reat, Should every man underftand what 
is good for his health, and what the con- 
trary ; and is he a fool who is not his own 
phyfician, after having ſeen forty years? 
as fooliſh are they, in a ſocial capacity, who 
do not as ſoon ſee how virtue and vice affect 
a ſociety, And yet how much are many 
miſtaken herein, ſome one way, others ano- 


ther! ſome dun / wr ſee the benign influence 


of national virtue on one hand, and the 
dire effects of national vice on the other: 
others are overlooking un as are evidently 
virtues, and vices, in a people, and ſubſtitut- 

imaginary ones; e. g. with ſome, putting 
to death King Charles the firſt, keeping out 
the Pretender from among us, and tolerating, 
what they call, ſehiſm and hereſy, are great 
and crying. fins of this nation, and not to be 
forgiven, — till they know not when; fins 
that are not fit to be compared to the bare- 
faced immoralities among us, as curſing, pro- 
faneneſs, intempetance and uncleanneſs; theſe 
are (in theit aceount) bat ſpots, to thoſe enor- 
mous and unparalelled crimes. But, alas, this 


is a mere deluſion, and ſo obvious, and un- 
deni- 


: the late Fas T- DA x. 23 
deniable a one, that it would be loſs of time, 
and an affront offered to any, almoſt, toexpoſe 
it. Worthy are they of ſorrow indeed, who 
grieve, mourn, and afflict themſelves in ſe- 
cret for ſuch fins as thoſe. As much miſta- 
ken are ſome too about national virtues, 
which they ſuppoſe are unanimity, unifor- 
mity, ceremoniouſneſs, keeping a ſtrict hand 
upon Diſſenters and Non- conformiſts from 
the cſtabliſh'd faith and worſhip, &c, 
National fins are national impiety, profane= 
neſs and immorality, tranſgreſſions of God 
and nature's laws, and not putting to death a 
man about an hundred years ago, nor hin- 
dering a tyrant, with his pretenſions of royal 
birth, and hereditary je from plaguing 
and deſtroying us, nor granting people an 
undiſturbed uſe and enjoyment of the un- 
alienable rights of conſcience and private 
judgment. On the contrary, national vir- 
tues are not mere ſpeculations, or any ex- 
ternal rites, but righteouſneſs, ' judgment, 
merey, and ſuch like. As to national fin 3 
it is no hard matter to ſettle the true no- 
tion hereof; it is he prevalence of vice in a 
nation, and is then indeed national, when 
it breaks out like a mighty torrent, raging 
and threatening, to ſweep all before it, as 
tho* the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, hell beneath were broken looſe, 
and the ach there had ſhaken off their 
fetters, 
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Sis) and were come upon earth; when 


atheiſm, infidelity, and all mannerof wicked- 
_ neſs is grown barefaced, and impudent, and 


men not only neglect religion, but contemn 
it; when vice ſpreads thro' all ranks, and 
Is entertained by the prieſt,” as well as his 

ople; eſpecially, when iniquity is eſta- 


 bliſhed by law, the civil magiſtrate promotes 


it, and the people are ready to humour him; 
in a word, when the religion of a nation 


3s little but external and ritual, their piety 


is only ſuperſtition, or not much better, and 
their manners profligate. . Miſerable are the- 

ple that are in ſuch a caſe, and near to 
wo, eſpecially if they are a nation 
high! favoured of heaven with temporal 
and ſpiritual bleſſings, and with many great 


deliverances from the hoſtile and deſtructive 


18 of their malevolent neighbours. 
When this was the caſe with Vrael of old; 
Eben they added impudence to their obſti- 


nacy, and made a mock of his prophets, 
and their minatory prophecies, God wou'd- 


bear with them no longer. A ſad ſymptom. 
is it in a people, to laugh at the means of 
their cure and ſafety, and what will provoke 
God, to laugh at their calamity, and mock 
when their fear comes; when their fear comes 
as à defolation, and their deftrudtii on 4s 4 


bird. | No 


v2 Chr] x2xvi. 16. Jer. xxiii; 343 36. Exek. 
xxxiii. 31. 
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_ the ate FAST DAX. 25 
Now, as to national virtue; this has been 
deſcribed to be the prevalence of real virtue 


in a People 3 and then does it prevail, indeed, 
when good laws are made and executeq, 
when prince and people endeavour to diſ- 
charge their reſpective duties, when the 
faith. of a nation is a firm belief of the 
great principles of religion, its piety is ſub- 
ſtantial, and their mutual behaviour to one 
another is benevolent and chriſtian, Happy 
ther. who are in this caſe!l 

3. God is ſupreme governor among the 
nations. This appears even from nature's 
light, much more from that of revelation, 
Which always aſcribes the great revolutions 
in ſtates and kingdoms to God, one way or 
another, either permitting, or directing them, 
nd. even bringing them to paſs. 

In reſpect to the ruin of a people; to 
this end, God takes away the wiſdom of the 
wile, the underſtanding of the prudent, and 
the courage of the brave; ſo that they ſtand 
amazed, or are more apt to quarrel with 
one another, than to conſult the general 
good. This is an obſervation verified, par- 
ticularly in the caſe of Egypt ; firſt their 
cqurage failed them. And an ill ſign it 
is, When people want courage, and are for 
buying of peace with their enemies on any 
aſe terms; rather 5 dare to win it 1 

the 


Iſai. xix. 13 3; :1&; ©, 


26 A'SERM-ON on 
the ſword. It is ſtupidity in a nation, not to 
apprehend danger when it is nigh: and it 


is baſe cowardice to apprehend it, and not 
endeavour to prevent it. Again, when their 
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[| courage was gone, ſo was their prudence“. 
4 On the other hand, when God raiſes up 
# any nation to be a ſcourge to another, he 
4 gives it what the other wants, courage, wiſ- 
| dom, and ſucceſs, beyond all their hopes. 
3 Look: over all the mi ghty revolutions in 
= kingdoms and empires, and-you'll find this 
| true: when God was about to puniſh the 
L * Aſyrian empire for their fins, the Babylb- 
nian roſe up ſo ſoon, and ſpread ſo faſt, 
| that nothing could ſtand before it, not all 


t the alliances and united forces of Fudah, 
„ Edom, Moab, Tyre, Sidon and Egypt; firſt 
Fudah drank of the cup of God's wrath, 
and trembled, and went into captivity ; then 
followed the diſſolations of the other ſtates 
and nations, as Edom, Moab, &c. At laft 
the cup came to Niniveh, and ſhe was de- 
ſtroyed for repenting of her repentance. 
And, when the fins of Babylon call'd for 
divine vengeance, God named Cyrus long 
before he was born, and at length raiſed 
him up to triumph over it. And for the 
Macedonian empire; it was not ſo much 
Alexander's proweſs and conduct, as his ad- 
verſaries folly and cowardice, that gained 
i him 
© Iſai. xix. 2; 113 13, 14. 
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the late FAST DAT. 27 
him his amazing victories and conqueſts. 
What are the greateſt armies and fleets, 
and other warlike preparations, when God 
deſigns to throw down any government? 
what ftrange havock did the rough and 
barbarous nations of the North, the 
 Goths, the Vandals, Hunns, and the reſt, 
make in a little time, in the next and fourth 
empire of the Romans. Such were their ſuc- 
ceſſes, that wiſe obſervers could not but be- 
lieve, that God was with them: and Atlas, 
one of their greateſt generals, thought he found 
himſelf under a ſupernatural impetus, and 
met with ſucceſs, ſo much unexpected, that 


he call'd himſelf God's ſcourge, to puniſh the 


wickedneſs of Chriſtians. Even Machiavel 
takes notice of ſo great a difference in the 


conduct and ſucceſs of the Romans, that he 


faith, they could hardly be ſuppoſed to be 
the ſame people. After all; events, particu- 
larly of war, are not always according to 


the probability of their cauſes, as Somon 


obſerves. Thus when God was diſpleaſed 
with rael for the accurſed thing, in Foſhua's 
time, three-thouſand of them fled before 
only thirty-ſix of the men of Ai. From 
the air, he can pour down hail - ſtones, 
and defeat an army, as he did the Ammo- 
rites; or ſend an angel to diſcomfort them, 
as he did to Sennacharib's hoſt ;or fire to con- 


ſume them, as he did againſt thoſe that came 


D 2 | againſt 


, 3 


W * n PSY „ 0047 Ke ab : mad, 2t- r n — — 


i 
4 
65 
; 
q 
' 
. 
f 
} 
® 
h 
4 
i3 
4 


1 I IE Se OE 4 l b 
* — by A = a - 4 wu. Ch Ac. Fo = Lee 
7 H 3 8 og 


——C OS 
2 — - = 


—— 


— — 
* 
FA y — * Re 1 5 2 2 
re 


7 22 — 


5 - — — EI T9 Th * 
Py 2 Sz & — — 
* 2 


fy — 2 8 — p \ 
I * coy II. _ — F 2, — = 222 — TW — —— 1 
SI + 223 » - ow UE IL BC IS. 3 — 3 _ > 4 BD « N . 1 
— — ” — — : — 4 . 77 HO ES — 
E - : v > m2» <a = — 4 
— * E23 = VC SIE => W to _— +- þ A 
2 - 2% 4 _ 
o * 


28 4 8 ER MON en 
againſt Elijah; or water to overflow them, 
as he did by the Egyptians; nay, he cafi 


make the duſt of the earth ſtart up into ar- 


mies of flies, or lice, or what elſe he pleaſes, 
which the greateſt generals, and the moſt 
veteran troops cannot defeat. Ves; he fits 
in the heavens, confounding human ſchemes, 
blaſting the moſt formidable powers, ſham- 
ing human confidence, and fruſtrating pre- 
ſumptuous hopes, as the Greek poet'teaches 
us, when he introduces his fif?-footed, and 
greateſt hero, Achilles, wounded in his heel. 
Prayer, therefore, and praiſe to him, are 
both infinitely reaſonable ; he is a preſent 
Help, and an inexhauſtible ſpring of all bleſe 
ſings. But, 
rb Hence the ſapreme civil magiſtrate 
may learn what ſhould be his great 
concern, viz. that himſelf, and his people 
may be virtuous : that they ſhould be vir- 
tuous, and not enſlaved, intimidated, and 
impoveriſhed ; and not that they ſhould 
even be all of one particular perſuaſion and 
religion, tho' it be his own, To a good 
natured prince, it cannot be a pleaſure to 
rule over a poor and abject people, but it 
muſt be the contrary : and to a virtuous 
one, it cannot be a pleaſure to ſee his ſub- 
jects even univerſally of his religion, while 
this external uniformity is owing to com- 
pulſion, which can produce nothing bet- 
ter 


* 


the late Fas T- DA x. | 

ter than, diſimulation and hypocriſy: but 
to rule over a nation, cultivating an awful 
regard to God, and mutual benevolence 
among themſelves, even amidſt a thouſand 
little differences, of a political, and religious 
kind, muſt yield elegant ſatisfaction to the 
breaſt of a wiſe and virtuous ruler. Be- 
ſides, as the intereſts of prince and people 
are cloſely connected, it is for his intereſt 
to promote virtue amongſt them, all he can, 
by his own example, and by good laws, 
ſince, as he may ſmart for their vices, as 
well as they for his, ſo he may fare better 
for their virtues, as well as they may for 
his, under the divine government. Upon 
ſuppoſition of his people being virtuous, he 
alſo might live a ſtranger to uneaſy ſuſpicions 
and fears of domeſtick inſurrections and 
rebellions, and expect nothing from them 
but a moſt tender concern for his ſafety 
and happineſs, as well as their own; and 
in caſe of a foreign invaſion, he might pro- 
miſe himſelf that they would aſſiſt him 
with both their blood and treaſure. A 
prince of ſuch a people, what is there he 
might not expect from his God and his 
ſubjects in any emergency, eſpecially, if he 
alſo be virtuous ? — Which ought to be his 
firſt and chief concern, both with regard 
to his preſent welfare, and his fature hap- 


pan for ibis certainly depends on bis 
own 
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own: perſonal virtue, and hat too is pro- 


moted by it. May they who rule over men, 


de men fearing God, and hating all vice. 


4. Hence ſubjects may alſo learn what 
fort of a prince they ſhould in all reaſon 
defire, viz. one of a wiſe, and virtuous 
character. A prince of a vicious character, in 
particular, one who is proud, haughty, cruel, 
and avaritious, can give his ſubjects no other 
than uneaſy expectations from him. Stupid 
to the laſt degree muſt that people be, who 


knowingly elect ſuch a one, let his birth- 


Tight be what it will: and eaſy 3 is it to ſay 


what they are, who tamely bow down, 


and ſuffer ſuch an one to gtatify his wick- 
ed luſts, in oppreſſing, and tyrannizing 


cover them, if Providence has put it in their 


ower to gelte we themſelves. Reſiſtance is 


like a deſperate remedy, to be uſed only 


in deſperate caſes, like our's in forty-one, or 
eighty-eight : but not like our on; now 
we have a prince that governs by law, and 
not by humour. - So far happy are we at 
preſent; and may we be ſtill more and 

more fo under his future auſpicious reign. 


However, a people is more concerned in 
the good, or bad character of their prince, 


than is commonly thought. In ſacred hi- 
ſtory, we find the ſins of courts brought 
b on the people, as David's num- 


ing the people, was followed with a 
8 


the late FAs8T-Da'y. 37 
grievous peſtilence ©, and Szul's fin brought 
a three years famine ; :Fudah ſmarted for 
Manaſſet's ſin, and Tjrael for Abab's, Fexe- 
bells, and Forums i . The ſame obſervation 
is made by heathens, that lings play the 
fool, and the people are puniſhed ;7 or in So- 
lomon's language. As a roaring lion, or a 
ranging bear, ſo is a wicked, ruler over the 


poor people. The prince that wants under- 
ora 15 4 290 a Suu We 


The CONCL USION. 


And now may we all, as we love a good 
God, our king and country, nay ourſelves, 
apply.the preceding diſcourſe, May it per- 
ſuade us to a perſonal reformation, the be- 
ginning of a more extenſive one, whether 
of a family, or even of a nation. Let us 
hate and ſhun all vicious diſpoſitions and 
practices, and we ſhall not feel their per- 
nicious conſequences; let us cultivate all 
virtuous tempers, and live a virtuous life, 
and we ſhall find the effects happy here 
and hereafter, Maſters of families, your 
truſt is great, and your good or bad diſ- 
charge of it of greater importance, and 
more extenſive influence, than you may 
think: "therefore let t paternal OS 1 
e 


© 2 Sam. XIV. 17. Zech. x. 3. © Prov, 
xxviii. 15, 16. | 
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the fear of God, let the love of yourſelves, 
and of your country, —_ you very'Care- 
ful to bring up your dear offspring well, 
and to ſet them a worthy example: and 
be not. careleſs of your ſervants, beings as 
High in God's creation as yourſelves, und 
as dear to Him as yourſelves, if they be as 
virtuous; for conſider, the better they ſerve 
God, the better will they ſerve you, ſo that 
ſelf-intereſt ſhou'd even excite in you a due 
concern for them.— And now I ſhall pre- 
ſume to apply myſelf to a much. greater 
body, viz. the body of Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ers of every denomination.” Let us reform, 
brethren, from all that is amiſs. among us, 
conſideting what God has done for us. Tho 
ſome 5 — abts are not taken out 
of our way, let us not be. unthankfal for 
that great bleſſing, the Toleration; nor let 
us ule it as a licenſe, or a legal authority, 
for indulging! a « party-ſpirit or intemperate 
zeal againſt one another. For God's ſake, 
and Chriſt's fake; whoſe, honour it is that 
we make a ſtand againſt any that incroach 
upon his power, and out natural rights, 
for the ſike- of one another, and even of 
ourſelves; let us put off every degree of 
unchriſtian temper towardꝭ one — bid 
farewelto Calvin, and Luther, to Arminius, 
and all fallible men, whether antient, or 
modern, as our guides and maſters in re- 
ligion, 


" tbe: late Fas T-DAx. 33 
Ben and call no one maſter on earth, 
ſeeing we have only one maſter, and he 
is in heaven-: if others will have more ma- 
ſters, as the Pope, or a council, a convo- 
cation, or an aſſembly, let them; but let 
not us have more, — we are Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, and the Bible, the Bible alone is 
our religion: yet, alas, is there not much 


in our temper and behaviour, contrary to 


this excellent principle? Let us not, by 
any abſurd conduct, expoſe for a while, 


and then deſtroy, that glorious cauſe we 


eſpouſe : let us no longer be fond of any 
vicious man, becauſe he can pronounce the 
Shibboleth of a party, and no more be cool 
and ſhy towards a good man, much leſs 
perſecute him, becauſe he cannot, as 
knowing ſpeculative notions are not virtues, 
tho” ever ſo much in the mode; nor can 
any involuntary errors hinder, the meek, 


the upright, and virtuous from being ac- 


cepted with God, whatever they may do 
here. Need we yet being told, there is 
no hereſy ſo bad, as a bad life; nothing 
in any ſcheme that can on one hand at- 
tone for vicious tempers and practices, 
nor on the other, can cauſe a good man to 
periſh. - If God then will kindly receive a 
good man, though he be in the wrong 
in ſpeculation, or forgive ten- thouſand er- 


rors of the underſtanding, ſooner than one 
fault 
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fault of the will, let us go and do like- 

wiſe; and, notwithſtanding the diviſions, 

and ſub- diviſions among us, as Preſbytery, 

Independency, Antipedobaptiſm, Sc. let us 

ive in love and peace, and may N 
of love and «ed be with ITS 


And, now, it would, perhaps be too great 
preſumption to apply the preceeding dif 
courſe to our brethren, in the eſtabliſh- 
ment, efpecially to the great ones in ſtate 
and church, —May all, high and low, and 
all parties ſee the real tendencies of virtue 
and vice, and ever follow that which is good 
in itſelf; and good man in n n 


Amen. 
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